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Fig. 1. Location of Bentenjima Islet and three study plots (A, B, and C).
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Table 1. Breeding status of Black-tailed Gulls on Bentenjima Islet, Hachinohe City in 2022.

A L — RN HEL YL RTFo 24 R0
Study ~ Number Number of nests of each clutch size Number IEUIEC Number B HH
sites of of (GRDfEN of (U7
nests eggs  HUIBRK)  chicks  /HPEO
Apparent Apparent
clutch fledging
size success
(excluding (no. chicks
nests /no. eggs)
without
eggs)
0 1 2 3 4 5
A 719 50 7 296 283 13 0 1,570 23 581 37.0
B 106 3 22 55 24 0 0 206 2.0 82 39.8
C 675 7 87 393 171 14 3 1,457 2.1 481 33.0
Total 1,500 60 186 744 478 27 3 3,233 2.2 1,144 35.4
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Breeding status and future protection of the Black-tailed Gull on Bentenjima Islet,

Hachinohe City, Aomori Prefecture
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A total of 1,500 nests (including 60 nests with no eggs) of Black-tailed Gulls Larus
crassirostris were observed at three plots on Bentenjima Islet , Hachinohe City on May 15 2022 and
1,144 chicks were counted on June 29. Apparent clutch size (excluding nests with no eggs), and
fledging success (breeding success) were 2.2 and 35.4%, respectively. Fledging success was likely
high in each plot, because there was no disturbance (predation) by mammals. Bentenjima Islet is
an important breeding site of the Black-tailed Gull in northern Japan and needs monitoring in the
future. In addition, by conducting an invasion survey of mammals, we would like to consider the

protection of Black-tailed Gulls and their measures.
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