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Fig. 3. Monthly variation in abundance of Greater White-fronted Geese visiting Sado Island per three years.

4. HEEME RSSO (GRMND. (1999 4 1 H 31 H i

Fig. 4. A flock of Greater White-fronted Geese on the Bay of Mano. A white circle shows the flock.

Photographed on 31 January 1999 by Kondo
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Fig. 5. Foraging area of wintering Greater White-fronted Geese in the Kuninaka plain (2014/15-2019/20).
It is outlined by the solid line.
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Fig. 6. Foraging area of wintering Greater White-fronted Geese in the Kuninaka plain (2014/15-2019/20).
It is outlined by the solid line.
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Fig. 7. A flock of Greater White-fronted
Geese eating grass leaves on a
ridge between snow-covered
rice fields. Photographed on 10
February 2018.
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A 41-year monitoring study of the Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons wintering

on Sado Island in Niigata Pref. off the coast of the Japan Sea

Kenichiro Kondo'
229-4 Shimoniibo, Sado, Niigata 952-0114, Japan

I monitored the number of Greater White-fronted Geese Anser albifrons in rice fields of
the Kuninaka plain on Sado Island, Niigata Prefecture for 41 winter seasons from 1979/80 to
2019/20. This species has been recorded as a winter visitor up to date, but recently the pattern of

their stay has changed.

Keywords: Anser albifrons, Sado Island, population decrease, land improvement, Greater White-

fronted Geese
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