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Fig. 1. Nest of Grey-faced Buzzards built in Larix
kaempferi (November 24, 2012).
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Fig. 2. Two of the three
fledglings on pine twigs
near the nest (July 18,
2014).
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Fig. 3. The changes of prey items and amounts (above: 2013, below: 2014). Dark bars show prey amounts
during the incubation period (from the day the pair arrived at the nesting site to the day before the
young hatched), and light bars show those from the estimated hatching day to the day the species left

the breeding site.
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Fig. 4. Male A holding a juvenile
Elaphe climacophora in the
nest (July 6, 2014)
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Fig. 5. Individual identification of Grey-faced Buzzards observed in 2014. Left: Male A which had a grayish
face, a brown back and inconspicuous superciliary stripes. The third outermost primary feather of the
right wing was missing between April 29 and July 22. Center: Female A whose back and wings were
dark brown overall, with conspicuous white superciliary stripes. It was slightly larger than the other
two. The second innermost secondary feather of the left wing was missing from April 26 to June 21.
Right: Male B whose face, back and wings were light brown. The second outermost rectrix on the left

side stood out from May 24 to July 5.

data.jma.go.jp/obd/stats/etrn/index.php?prec_
no=31&block_no=47575&year=2014&month
=4&day=&view=> 78 H 2014 4 12 H 20 H)
T, FREESHHMU  HIY)OMER S HE LR
WThy, HHewd HEEED &0,
HOmAHZERLILEZADBNS. IEL,
2011 FFICEH B ZIRD IYHNE, HiGEO 217-
ey, MOEEHOBAFDORZFRIH L zDh
BIAHTHS.

FIER 7Y 21— )V LEBHET
2013 4 & 2014 £ T, HOREIRIOTTENIC
BOMNASNT. 2013 FEOEHIZ, K, &

RO, KREHE, AXDOREN - gy, Zo
BRI O A 12 & 2 #5R D OFfifi & X AN\Dfa
DN Iz & D, 2 Ok
MHEATLE, YELHE HH T OEEE D 3h 7% ¥ T
BRI 2T EMTERE. —J7, 2014 FEDORH
T, AAADEHELD 2 - LS R
KL, ZDO8HBITARANER L. JEHR
LIct(DT > 7 7 —RAT0RERGEH £ Tldaie
CIZIFFRICREE LAY, fauidho X 2 A D
FREEAY 1 mILABIZ S Niahho Tzl b e, £ R
AW AZ A DIEIIDO—EF 22 L Tz DHViE
mENI=T k, TO25EM, 2013 FOELH L
BRECHEZ > TV, BIERKHZDE DI,



142

5 ¥
o 27 SR

6. HANDAAB (LR 141 30) ICHZE L THURUTESAAA (LB 141 50) L ZDH%OA A
B Of7H) (FE/E 14152, TEA14:56). (201446 A7 H)
Fig. 6. Male A (upper right) leaving the nest after delivering food to male B (upper left). Lower pictures show

male B in the nest. (June 7, 2014)
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On the breeding behavior of Grey-faced Buzzards in the northernmost

of its breeding range in Aomori City, northern Japan
Osamu Mikami

N.P.O. OOSEKKALAND.
C/0 Mugisawa, 19-137 Kikyonokami, Ichikawamachi, Hachinohe, Aomori 039-2241 Japan

I observed a breeding pair of Grey-faced Buzzards in 2013 and 2014 in Aomori City, Aomori
Prefecture, northern Japan. In 2013 the pair fledged two young successfully in the normal way.
In 2014, however, the male rarely fed the female during the incubating period. Instead they took
turns to incubate their eggs. Moreover, another adult male helped the pair to raise their nestlings
and they fledged three young in the year. The diet of the pair consisted primarily of small mammals
such as Rodentia until the young hatched after the pair arrived at their breeding site, during which
period temperatures are relatively low. After hatching, when it became warm, they preyed on small
mammals, frogs, reptiles and insects. A cool climate in Aomori City would be responsible for a large

proportion of rodents in the diet during the early breeding season.

Key words: Grey-faced Buzzard, breeding, northern limit, time-lapse photography, helper



