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Fig.1. Lotus cultivation areas

of Ibaraki Prefecture.
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Fig.3. Species and number of birds recorded in carcass searches associated with bird nets for lotus
cultivation on the northern shore of Tsuchiura Bay
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Fig.4. Species and number of birds recorded in carcass searches associated with bird nets for lotus
cultivation on the northern shore of Takahama Bay.
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Fig. 5. Comparison between ratio of Anas mortality due to bird nets and ratio of Anas recorded by census

of Ministry of the Environment in 2010.
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Avian mortality due to bird nets for lotus cultivation in Ibaraki Prefecture, central

Japan

Haruhiko Asuka, Susumu Ikeno & Tomokazu Watanabe
The Wild Bird Society of Japan, Ibaraki Branch, 925-6, Nakakawachimachi, Mito, Ibaraki, 310-0002

The use of bird nets to keep birds from feeding on cultivated lotus have recently
increased in Ibaraki Prefecture, central Japan. However, more than 1,200 birds of twenty
species were entangled and killed by the nets in winters between 2008 and 2010. Major
species with the loss of more than 50 birds in a winter due to net-entanglement are Spot-
billed Duck Anas poecilorhyncha, Common Teal A. crecca, European Wigeon A. penelope
and Common Coot Fulica atra. A heavy mortality is recorded for unidentified Anatidae
birds (more than 100 birds in total). Research work is urgently needed concerning the
main bird species responsible for the damage to cultivated lotus to take effective measures

to reduce avian mortality as well as damage to lotus.
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