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Fig. 2. Injury—feigning display of the adult Great Tit. (a: 10:29°17, b: 10:29° 18,
c+d: 10:29°19)
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Fig. 3. Injury—feigning display of the juvenile Great Tit. (a: 10:29° 33, b: 10:29’ 48, c:
10:30°02, d: 10:30°10)
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The injury—feigning behavior of the Great Tit FParus major

Mineo Imanaka

3-11-12 Sakuragaoka Kannmaki—cho, Kitakatsuragi—gun, Nara, 639-0202 Japan

A behavior that seemed to be injury—feigning displays by an adult and a juvenile Great
Tit, was observed at the Umami—kyuryo Park, Nara Prefecture on 20 June, 2006. No injury—
feigning displays by adult or juvenile Great Tits have been reported in Japan. The adult bird
came flying down to the track approximately 10 meters from the observer, where it ruffled the
body plumage, expanded its wings wide drooping them to the ground, and opened the tail.
Then, the bird hobbled toward the bamboo grove on the side of the track with the tips of the
wing touching the ground. At that moment, a juvenile flew down nearby, and showed the
same posture for a while by opening its wings and tail as the adult bird had done earlier, but
stayed there rather than moving forward. The adult bird flew away soon after the juvenile
appeared. The juvenile, after the adult disappeared, closed its wings and tail, and turned to
preening. Then, it flew away toward the same bamboo grove. This is possibly considered as

an imperfect injury—feigning display. The sexes of the two birds were unknown.

Key words: Great Tit, Parus major, Injury—feigning, distraction
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