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the counting
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Fig. 2. Seasonal change in the number of the egrets at the breeding colony between July 20 and September 20
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Fig. 3. Seasonal change in the number of the egrets at the breeding colony between July 20 and September
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Seasonal change in the number of egrets at a breeding colony

in Ibaraki Prefecture, central Japan

Takashi Uetake
Hirano 1800-40, Naka—city, Ibaraki, 319-2104, Japan

During each breeding season from 1995 to 2005, I counted the numbers of four species of
egrets (Little Egret Egretta garzetta, Intermediate Egret E. intermedia, Great Egret E. alba
and Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis) that entered and departed from a breeding colony in Ibaraki
Prefecture, central Japan between 16:00 and 19:00. I obtained the following results:

1. The egrets stopped entering their breeding colony approximately at sunset throughout the
breeding season.

2. The number of birds began to increase in July with a peak between late July and mid-
August. The egrets began to decrease in number in late August with a sudden drop after
mid-September.

3. Throughout the study period the number of egrets reached a peak between late July and
mid—August, and began to decrease in late August. No bird used the breeding colony
after mid—September. The number of egrets fluctuated between 1,500 and 3,200 birds
during the ten—year study period.

Key words : Egrets, breeding colony, Ibaraki
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