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Fig. 2. A young buzzard having a bout of flapping
practice in the nest (June 26 2005).

Fig. 1. The nest site of Common Buzzard.
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Record of Common Buzzard Buteo buteo breeding on a cliff

in Oita Prefecture, southern Japan

Yoshikatsu Kato1l & Yayoi Yatsugi
1. 6 Katashima, Oita, Oita 870-0011, Japan

In June 2005 we confirmed the breeding of Common Buzzard Buteo buteo in Oita
Prefecture, Kyushu, southern Japan. This is the first record of the species breeding in Oita
Prefecture.

The nest was located about 100m above the ground on a ledge of a vertical cliff face with
a western exposure. It was made of sticks with Pueraria lobata growing thickly in front of it,
which obstructed the view of the inside of the nest.

We carried out observations on June 12, 19 and 26 and July 2, 9 and 16 2005. On June
19 and 26 we observed a young in the nest. On July 9 and 16, however, we did not confirm

the nestling nor the parent birds, which suggests the young had fledged.

Key words: Common Buzzard, Oita, CIliff, Buteo buteo
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