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Fig. 1. Black—headed Gulls roost—
ing on the roof of a private
house at the edge of Kowata
Pond (2:22 a.m. Dec.31 2005)
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E{A&%% Number of individuals

A ff AT - y - PIBEE(%) *
Date Roosting site R Gk A+ et Percentage of juvenile
Adult  Juvenile Unknown Total
12430 H ~ Pond 97 29 0 126 23.0%
12318 Roof 4 6 3 13 16.2%
12H31H~ Pond 209 25 0 234 10.7%
14 1R Roof 2 4 2 8 50.0%

SR =5/ 67

*Percentage of juvenile = No. of juveniles / Total number
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Report of Black—headed Gulls roosting on the roof of a house in kyoto, western Japan

Kazuhiko Hirata
Hokkaido University, Faculty of Fisheries. 3-1-1 Minato—cho, Hakodate 041-8611, Japan

Black—headed Gulls Larus ridibundus were engaged in colonial roosting during the night of
December 30th and 31th, 2005, at Kowata Pond(34°55°N, 135°47°E)in Uji city, Kyoto,
western Japan. Some of them roosted on the roof of a private house at the edge of Kowata
Pond. In Japan, however, it is very rare for the species to roost at sites other than open
water. Juvenile gulls accounted for a higher proportion of the flock that roosted on the roof,
compared with the flock that roosted in the pond. Further studies are required to better
understand the roosting ecology of Black—headed Gulls because detailed information is

lacking for Japan.

Key words: Black—headed Gull, Japan, roost on the land, Larus ridibundus
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