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Fig. 1. Movements of ID 5 from 27 February 2003 to April 2006.
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Fig. 2. Movements ID 6 from 15 March 2003 to 14 February 2004.
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Movement and dispersal of Hodgson’ s Hawk Eagle Spizaetus nipalensis orientalis in

eastern Hokkaido, Japan

Masami Tsubokawa
7-2-10-32 Wakaba, Kitami, Hokkaido 090-0057, Japan

Hodgson’s Hawk FEagles Spizaetus nipalensis orientalis were tracked using radio
transmitters in order to collect data on their movements and dispersal distances with their
conservation in view.

[ tracked birds with identity numbers (ID) 5 and 6 from 2003 to 2006. A hawk with ID 5,
which was trapped in February 2003, remained in the area around Saroma-cho (town)
between April 2003 and January 2004 and then moved to Shiranuka—cho approximately 112
km distant. After a month, however, it returned to Saroma, where | confirmed its breeding in
April 2006.

The other hawk (ID 6), which was trapped in March 2003, moved to the southwestern
area of Mt. Shari in the summer of that year. In August it headed for Cape Shiretoko and in
November it was detected in the estuary of the Horobetsu River, Utoro, Shari—cho, which is
located approximately 107 km from the place at which it was trapped.

Both birds were young and they moved or dispersed from the wintertime to the breeding
season, during which period food tends to be in short supply. The result suggests that Hawk
Eagles become sedentary when they have established their territory after dispersal. It is
reasonable to assume that they need suitable breeding habitats in terms of resources such as
food and lack of intra—specific interactions in order to settle after dispersal. It is of great
importance to conserve habitats with favorable conditions for the species, even if the sites
are not currently occupied by Hawk Eagles, because they site might well eventually be

settled by dispersing young birds.

Key-words: Hodgson’s Hawk Eagle, eastern Hokkaido, Movement, Dispersal
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