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Fig. 1. Distribution of Cormorant in Hokkaido. Circles show 10X 10km quadrates.

@ : occurrence, O : no sightings, * = no data.
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Table 1. Numbers of observations of Cormorant in differents areas of Hokkaido.

[ i) JEE & b E
year Southern part Central part Northern part FEastern part
1974 2

1979 1

1982 2

1988

1990 1

1991 2

1994 1

1995 1

1999

2000

2001

2002 1
2003

2004 4
2005 4
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Table 2. Numbers of observations of Cormorant and Rook in each month.

1H 2H 3H 4H 5H 6H 7H 8H 9H 10H 11H 12H
Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May June July Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec.
Cormorant 1 0 6 14 12 8 7 16 17 10 7 2
Rook 33 50 67 20 4 0 0 0 2 11 13 24
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Fig. 2. Distribution of Rook in Hokkaido. Symbols were same as in Fig.1.
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Table 3. Numbers of observation of Rook in different areas of Hokkaido.

i & P B &k JEl
year Southern part Central part Northern part FEastern part
1974 2

1979 1

1982 2

1988

1990 1

1991 2

1994 1

1995 1

1999

2000

2001

2002 1
2003

2004 4
2005 4
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Table 4. Numbers of observations of Cormorant and Rook in relation to group size. Figures in paren—
theses indicate percentage.

BEN O KEX (Group size)

1 2~10 11~20 21~30 31~40 41~
Cormorant 23(29) 29(36) 11(14) 6(8) 3(4) 8(9)
1 2~50 51~100 100~200 201~300 400~
Rook 13(6) 123(59) 22(11) 18(9) 20(10) 12(5)
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Recent Distribution of Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo and Rook Corvus frugilegus

in Hokkaido, northern Japan

Hokkaido—Block Council of Wild Bird Society of Japan
c¢/o Y. Fujimaki, Higashi 4, Kita 2-6-1, Bibai 072-0005 Japan

A questionnaire on the recent distributions of Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo and Rook
Corvus frugilegus was sent to 14 Hokkaido branches of the Wild Bird Society of Japan.

Cormorants were observed mainly on lakes and along rivers from mid—-March to early
November in Hokkaido. The number of observation records has increased since 2001 and the
distribution has expanded from the southern part to the northern part of Hokkaido. Most
flocks consisted of fewer than 20 birds, but a few included 100 to 300 birds.

Rooks were observed in agricultural areas from early October to early April. They have
been recoded since 1994 and the distribution has expanded from the western part to the

eastern part. The flock sizes were generally fewer than 50 birds, but rarely up to 700 birds.

Key words : Cormorant, Rook, Hokkaido, distribution, questionnaire
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