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Fig. 1. Study site. Fig. 2. An abandoned nest of N pair.
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Fig. 3. A chick in the nest of T
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Recent record of Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus

breeding in Osaka, western Japan

Hitoshi Naya!, Ginjiro Kogaito?, Toshio Shimizu?
1. 311 Kitatanakacho, Izumi, Osaka 594-1122, Japanm
2. 2-11 Kikusuicho, Kawatinagano, Osaka 586—0012, Japan
3. 1-23-5-206 Niwashirodai, Minami—ku, Sakai, Osaka 590-0133, Japan

More than one juvenile Eastern Marsh Harriers Circus spilonotus was observed on
reclaimed land in Osaka Bay in September 2004. The juveniles were assumed to have fledged
here.

Therefore, we carried out a study on the breeding of the species in the reclaimed land
between May and July 2005 and 2006. In 2005 we detected two pairs of Marsh Harriers,
which engaged in breeding activities, such as nest—material carrying and food transfer
between the mates of a pair. We could not, however, locate their nests. The two pairs also
engaged in breeding activities in 2006. We located their nests, one of which was deserted
and the other of which held a chick, and confirmed that the second nest fledged a young
successfully.

It is reasonable to assume that the population of Eastern Marsh Harriers is on the verge
of extinction in the Kinki district (an area around Osaka), western Japan, the recent breeding

of the species in Osaka has great significance..

Key words: Eastern Marsh Harrier, Breeding, Osaka
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