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1. FaUbDH, 2. OB orT.
Fig. 1. A Nest of Marsh Harriers. Fig. 2 Chicks in the nest.
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First Breeding record of Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus

in Ibaraki Prefecture, central Japan

Noboru Ikeda! & Hisashi Tanuma?
1. 4533-4 Honcho, Moriya, Ibaraki 302—-0109, Japan
2. 794-4 Suda, Kamisu, Ibaraki 314-0253, Japan

97

AR

S

7S

ik

The breeding of Marsh Harriers Circus spilonotus has been recorded in many parts of

Japan, but not in Ibaraki Prefecture.

On May 16 2006, however, we discovered four chicks and one egg of Marsh Harriers in a

nest built about 0.5m above the ground in a natural reed bed along the lower reaches of the

Tone River. The chicks were covered with white down, appearing to be approximately seven

days old.

On the morning of July 15, we observed the parent birds carrying food to the general area

around the nest site, which suggests at least some of the chicks fledged successfully. This is

the first breeding record of the species in Ibaraki Prefecture.

Key words: Marsh Harrier, breeding record, lbaraki Prefecture
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