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: Height of reed : < 1Tm

1~2.5m=RiE : 1~2.5m
2.5mBlE = 2.5m
D : Bridge
#7224 : Observation point
;A : Open water
4~6RIZMMTTEAR LT LMGRT
: Area tending to be flooded

between April and June

EMSEE - Main farm road
#UVEE - Narrow farm road

JKE& : Water course

X 1. (LB ORER L OB AT LR Ao X 5y
Fig 1. Observation point and four areas (A~D) of the study site.
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% :Harriers were detected in the breeding
season but the number was not recorded.
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3% :Breeding behavior was observed after pair—
forming but the number of harriers was not
recorded.
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The maximum number of observed birds was not
B EES recorded from 2002 to 2005, but the

number of pairs was recorded and the
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the maximum, which was indicated by
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Fig 2. Number of harriers and observation rate in the breeding seasons from 1979 to 2006.

F 2V DITEILESCHEON EEHIATDIH 7> TE, HEREILICE RV EEICEV LR E
EEINCA~DD 4225, TNENOKEZAMX, BHXZ2EERK L (K 1), Fiz, 405
BB TOBIRTLIRDIS, T2V e BIERESIVT HEEFRBLEE H D 0D FIT DN

T, FavePBIESIV B EREHRBIE D BCE > 7Bl 8 a R LTz,

HRBIUER

{LRIZBT DEHEH OF 2V RIF19TIFIZIILD T IPPHERII, EDO%IFI995FFT 1~2
PIORBL DN (TR 54 =P XA S B A WS 3 1994). LanL, Barbe 4%
EFRL 721997 I IT BT 5RO F 2V e i ahie (K 2). (LB TOF 2V e DBLEEHIT
19874F, 19914F, 19924F, 1995413 0~30%7257=b D3, 19964F1267% Lie o7 LR RFH K
SR RFEFR). 19993 L U20024E LAREIE SPIRITR AN E L TRIZESHL, BIZEERE2001~20034F (%
100%&70 7.

AT CEIEA R T A IR WO FRERIT, 1981 O HRMIEW Tho7= (k. 54 =R MK A
PG RBEFIERE E 1994). LAL, ZORITEMA R TITEIIE RSN 20 oo, g%
FED LD Z MR LIZDIX, 19974 8H DHESIHE T DOMERR Th-72 (FF 1). UL, = HEELFHL



90

# 1. ALRIZBIT 2T 2V EOBERRGL. — I ERA TERD ST DICEB AR TH LI 2R T .
Table. 1. Breeding status of Eastern Marsh Harriers in Hotokenuma Marsh. — shows the number is unknown
due to lack of studies.
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Breeding record of Eastern Marsh Harrier Circus spilonotus in Hotokenuma Marsh,

Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan

Hideyuki Tada
Nature club, 35—1 Higashinijyusanbancho, Towada, Aomori 034-0021, Japan

Marsh Harrier have been observed in the breeding seasons in Hotokenuma Marsh (222
ha), Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan, since 1979. There was no marked change in the
harrier population from 1979 to 1995. The harrier nests were not uniformly distributed
across the marsh but concentrated in particular areas that had larger patches of flooded reed
bed and open water surface. The marsh has not undergone a major change but fallow rice
fields have recently increased around the marsh. The study showed little change in the
number of breeding pairs and nest concentration in particular areas in recent years. This

suggests that the harrier population has reached its upper limit in this marsh.

Keywords: Eastern Marsh Harrier, Marsh Hotoke, Breeding, Nesting environment
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