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2-1. BARELIR . 2-2. ZIR B
Fig. 2-1. Shrubby grass land.. Fig. 2-2. Secondary grassland.
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Fig. 2-3. Cultivated land with grassland
remaining on the back of the left side.
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Comparison of avifauna between grasslands and cultivated land

in the Yufutsu plain, Hokkaido, northern Japan

Tazuko Otani! & Tatsuya Ura?
1. 150-3 Uenae Tomakomai Hokkaido 059-1365, Japan
2. 2-35-2 Minamidaira Hino Tokyo 191-0041, Japan

Since 2005 natural grassland has been cultivated on a large scale around Benten Marsh in
the Yufutsu Plain, Tomakomai, Hokkaido. We carried out line censuses around Benten
Marsh, which is located in the center of the Eastern Development Area of Tomakomai. We
divided the census area into three categories (shrubby grassland, secondary grassland and
cultivated land) in terms of land use and vegetation.

The results showed that nine species occurred in shrubby grassland, six species occurred
in secondary grassland and two species occurred in cultivated land. Five bird species
occurred in both shrubby grassland and secondary grassland, though none occurred in both
shrubby grassland and cultivated land. Only one species occurred in both secondary
grassland and cultivated land.

The major bird species (e.c. Common Stonechat, Lanceolated Warbler, Black—browed
Reed Warbler) of the Yufutsu Plain occurred in shrubby grassland and secondary grassland
but not in cultivated land. It is reasonable, therefore, to assume that these species have
decreased in abundance owing to the effect of cultivation of grassland.

Thus the results of the census suggest that the cultivation of grassland around Benten
Marsh not only prevented grassland birds from breeding and reduced their populations but

also led to changes in the original avifauna as well.

Key words: avifauna, grassland, cultivation, Yufutsu Plain
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