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Fig.1. Juvenile Slaty—backed gulls eating ice, Fig. 2. Flock of Slaty—backed Gulls and Herring Gulls,
Jan.22 2005. Feb.2 2005.
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Observation of Slaty-backed and Herring Gulls swallowing lumps of ice

at a fishing port in Nagasaki, southern Japan

Keisuke Kagoshima
133-18-2-44 Kogashima, Ohmura, Nagasaki 856-8561, Japan

Slaty-backed Gulls Larus schistisagus and Herring Gulls L. argentatus were observed
swallowing lumps of ice at Nagasaki fishing port (32°49°N, 129°39’E) in Nagasaki
Prefecture, southern Japan on January 22 and February 2, 2005. These ice lumps were the
remains of the crushed ice used to preserve fish, and were dumped in a mass at a corner of
the parking lot of the port. More than ten gulls flocked together on a pile of ice lumps, most
of which were less than 3 cm in diameter, and were each observed swallowing one piece of ice
after another for more than one minute. Some of the gulls broke up ice lumps that were
stuck together with their beak. Some gulls occasionally took a threatening attitude toward
one another while they were at ice lumps. There was also a large flock of gulls gathering
around the ice pile as if waiting their turns. The amount of ice the gulls took in at a bout
appeared to vary from one individual to another.

Although this behavior was observed only twice in January and February 2005, there is a
strong possibility that the gulls more frequently ingest ice. In Hokkaido, northern Japan,
Glaucous Gulls Larus hyperboreus and Glaucous—winged Gulls L. glaucescens, as well as
Slaty—-backed Gulls and Herring Gulls, were observed to ingest snow. Therefore, this

behaviour may be more widespread among large gull species.
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