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Fig. 2. Goshawk nestlings on the ground under the nest
tree.

L AN T A~ INBRF DN T=AZ Z OB, B RAICH LTS KEL, BRI Tns

Fig. 1. The nest of Goshawks on a dead red pine tree. It is too large for the nest tree and collapsing.
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P s Fig. 4. A goshawk nestling in the repaired nest with
green leaves. (June 18, 2000).
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Fig. 3. Availability of setting on repaired nest.
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Case of an artificial nest use by Northern Goshawks
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In June, 2000 we discovered an active nest of Goshawks Accipiter gentilis in a dead red
pine tree Pinus densiflora in camphor-dominated, broad-leaved evergreen woodlands in the
hilly region of Osaka, western Japan.

On June 11, 2000 we visited the nest site again to find two Goshawk chicks on the ground
under the nest tree. The nest had fallen down because of the broken tree. Since the
behavior of the Goshawk pair suggested that they had not abandoned their breeding, we
reconstructed the broken nest using as a base a bamboo basket of 60cm in diameter. The
repaired nest was 90cm in diameter and 30cm in height with a slight hollow in the center. We
fixed the new nest with a rope to the 2-meter-high forked branch of a sumach tree of ca. 8m
in height at a distance of ca. 8m from the original nest tree.

On the early morning of June 15, we heard the alarm calls of the pair and found the two
young still alive in the new nest with a large amount of green leaves. We also noticed many
white fecal marks around the nest. The pair accepted the repaired nest and continued their
breeding.

This suggests that artificial nests may work as an effective conservation measure for
breeding Goshawks should they lose their nests due to a broken nest tree, a storm or other

reasons.
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