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Fig. 1. A adult female with a hornet
larva in the beak (left) and her
young (right).
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Fig. 2 The nest site of Honey
Buzzards
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Breeding record of Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus in Qita Prefecture, southern Japan
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In August 2003 we confirmed the breeding of Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus in Oita
Prefecture, southern Japan. We carried out the study on July 12 and 15 and August 5, 9, 11
and 12, 2003. The nest was located on a forked branch of a Castanopsis cuspidata tree. The
nest tree was 20m in height with a diameter of 4lcm at breast height. The nest was
approximately 90cm by 80cm with a height of 60cm, supported by four branches at a height of
9.2m. Both of the breeding pair were of intermediate phase in plumage, though the female
was paler, and their young was of light phase. This is the first record of Honey Buzzards
breeding in Oita Prefecture, southern Japan. We also confirmed an incubating female in the

same nest on June 9, 2004.
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