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Fig. 1. A nest and a chick
hidden behind twigs.
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Fig. 2. An adult male
carrying a hornet’s
nest.
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The first breeding record of Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus

in Fukuoka Prefecture, southern Japan

Fumitaka [seki
1-7-31-303, Maebarunishi, Maebaru, Fukuoka 819-1117, Japan

A pair of Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus was first confirmed to breed in Fukuoka
Prefecture, southern Japan in 2004. The nest was located in a Cryptomeria plantation
Cryptomeria japonica. The nest tree was approximately 23m in height with a diameter of
24cm at breast height. It was not markedly different in size and shape from the neighboring
other Cryptomeria trees. On 11 of 26 occasions, the pair carried hornet nests as prey to
their nest. A total of eight display flights were observed within approximately 2km of the
nest site.

Although the nest was not discovered, a pair of Honey Buzzards was also confirmed to
breed in 2005 in a valley adjacent to the breeding site of the previous year. They were
identified as the same pair as the previous year based on their physical characteristics and

plumage.
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