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Fig. 1. Breeding range of Great—crested Grebes.
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Fig. 3. Study period of breed—
ing behavior of Great-
crested Grebes.
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Behavior of Great Crested Grebes Podiceps cristatus breeding in Lake Ogawara,

Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan

Ichiji Ando
1-4-20 Omachi, Misawa, Aomori 033-0041, Japan

The breeding population of Great Crested Grebes Podiceps cristatus in Aomori
Prefecture is listed as an endangered regional population in the Red Data Book (The Ministry
of the Environment), and the total population of this species in Japan is estimated to be
approximately one hundred individuals. The species was first confirmed to breed in July 2000
on Lake Ogawara, Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan, and is the easternmost breeding site of
this species in the world.

During the breeding periods of 2002 to 2005, I studied the breeding activities of Great
Crested Grebes, such as nesting, courtship, copulation, territoriality, incubation and parental
care.

1. The nesting period was from April to August. Courtship behavior was observed from
April to September. Copulation was conducted from April to June. Territorial conflicts
occurred from April to June. Egg laying and incubation were carried out from May to August.
Parental care lasted from June to October. These stages of the breeding cycle correspond
closely to those of northern Europe.

2. Observations of courtship, copulation and territorial behavior correspond closely to the
descriptions of “Discovery Ceremony”’, “Retreat ceremony”, “Weed ceremony” and
“Antagonistic Behavior” respectively, in Cramp et al.

3. Although Cramp et al. reported that a male and a female Great Crested Grebe
suddenly pulled themselves upright, frequently breast to breast when they met, I did not
observe this “Weed—dance” behavior. However, I observed a pair of grebes to copulate five
times consecutively, to which Cramp et al. did not refer.

4. One pair of Great Crested Grebes moved their heads up and down, and from side to
side when they met. This greeting was frequently conducted from the start of incubation
until the separation of pair.

5. I failed to confirm the date when the juvenile grebes became independent. A female
adult induced her young to be independent 67 days after hatching and the juveniles captured
some fish by themselves 82 days after hatching. 1 assume, therefore, that the juveniles

became independent between 67 and 82 days after hatching.

Key words: breeding biology, Lake Ogawara, Podiceps cristatus



