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Fig. 1. General view of Lake Sakata. The study site is indicated by a circle.
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Fig. 2. Photos showing the breeding activities of White-breasted Waterhens at Lake Sakata A : A pair of
adults in the breeding site B : A parent bird with a prey item (a caterpillar ?) in the bill C : A parent
bird and a chick D : A parent (farthest right) and four fledglings on marsh grass.
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Fig. 3. Map of the breeding site, showing the locations where the birds were observed (alphabets and solid
dots). The corresponding observations were indicated by alphabets (a-1) in Appendix.
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The first breeding success of White—breasted Waterhens Amaurornis phoenicurus

at Lake Sakata in Niigata City, central Japan

Ryuji Ogawa!, Kohsuke Ogawa!, Yasuo Satoh? & Akira Chiba?
1. 1234 Kakuda—-hama, Niigata 953-0011, Japan,
2. Visitor Center of Lake Sakata, 5404-1 Akatsuka, Niigata 950-2261, Japan,
3. Department of Biology, Nippon Dental University, 1-8 Hamaura—cho, Niigata 951-8580, Japan

In the summer of 2004, we confirmed the first breeding success of White-breasted
Waterhens Amaurornis phoenicurus at Lake Sakata (39°47°N, 138°52°E, approximately 5m
a.s.l.), a Ramsar—designated site in Niigata City, central Japan. On May 20, an adult pair of
the species was observed in an artificial marsh located on the eastern shore of the lake and it
remained there until October 1. Although we failed in locating their nest, the pair fledged
five young at the end of July. This probably represents the northernmost breeding range of

the species in Japan.

Key words: Amaurornis phoenicurus, breeding, Sakata Lagoon, White—breasted Waterhen
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Appendix. Summary of our observations on the breeding sequence and activities of White-breasted Waterhen at Sakata lagoon,
Niigata City (2004).

BgEe el 18 Ak BT R ]
Date Time The number Location Observed fact
of waterhen
RC L ) . BO—BTIHORBISHIL CRES:
20-May Two adults first appeared in a corner of the lagoon.
5823H AEFEPORE TEREIZ2ADRBS BN (RI2A) . 13 3=z v L
6:18 9 b EHHIKE D 1P BREL TOBEEFTE o7,
23-Ma : Two adults in nuptial condition were again recognized in the garden (Fig.
Y 2A). One bird seems to chase another on the surface, calling “cotts, cotts”.
SABR - e . (I BRSSP OR R FA RS (H2B)
23-Jun ’ One adult carrying prey, probably for chicks, was observed (Fig. 2B).
6524E BRIZHNc— AOBRES R TAROE 4P EYIHREL, TOZl%
8% 4 4 o4 (@,
24-Jun evening A visiting birder found 4 chicks in the garden and forwarded his observations
to us.
6528 BB CE ORI HE 2 BEORTICRbN e 1 HE R
1407 ) o RBBOERBEOREENIRIBEL T
28-Jun ’ One adult and one chick with black down were seen in the wet ground of the
garden. Red color of the upper bill base of the adult has fairly faded away.
65300 2P BLSTDEF HI PO E I BIFAT (A P gE) TR B S
118 ; o hE(E3).
30-Jun ’ Two adults and 5 chicks were simultaneously observed in the usual location
(central area) of the garden (Fig. 3).
7A10A BEIPD RPN T (IIXEBbn) bz, 2P oeFnrbhl
PNEZ e ORRITELL, THRO AR IE-EVROLNT- (K2C).
7:42 3 g Adult picked up a prey (earthworm) from the ground and fed it one of her/or
10-Jul his two chicks. The chicks have grown and white spot in the cheek was
distinct (Fig. 2C).
78228 BELITILh BSPIOFERENRODBRIZEN, /KRN _E TIEHA
22-Jul ’ One adult and 5 grown chicks were observed in outer zone of the garden.
They were foraging on the surface or on the floating leaves (Fig. 2D).
8A3H B RIZEE LS IEBBHOIME T RE A . BREEOREE
ERTEHR THICEL-ZEEbhs.
6:07 1 i One juvenile, fully grown up to adult size, caught a dragonfly in the
3-Aug periphery of the marsh garden. It is likely that the post-breeding family life
has been almost closed.
BR6H X | ABIBROARICHE DI E > TOBOIBRIES .
6-A ’ One juvenile was seen to perch on the top of a pile in the periphery of the
—Aug garden.
SRIOB |  PUBIEAEA DR T RS,
. : One adult was seen in the vicinity of the garden.
10-Sep
W0A1LE BBIEABORESOMETERIN . ThiE Ty —X U YTk
6:30 1 | BErpoT-.
1-Oct . One adult was seen again in the vicinity of the garden. This is the last

watching in this season.
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Corresponding location is indicated by alphabets in Fig. 3



