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Fig. 1. Distribution of Skylarks in central and southeastern Hokkaido (1976-2005). Circles repre—
sent 5 x 5 km quadrats. @= transects with birds detected O= transects with no birds de—
tected. Dotted area shows the plain.
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Table 1. Occurrence frequency of Skylarks Alauda arvensis in relation to habitat and altitude in Hokkaido
(1976-2005). Figures in parenthese represent the number of transects surveyed.

& Altitude (m)

A BB Habitat

~ 200 201~400 401~600 601~ Total
\%\,ﬁded area 1.7‘(117) 0(99) 0(46) 0(74) 0.6(336)
frim;sland 86.2(29) - - - 86.2(29)
friﬁls.lid with woods 80.0(25) - - - 80.0(25)
%g?r:fltural land 95.3(149) 100 (40) 100(2) - 97.4(191)
.%g*:fctflt.uﬁkal land with woods 71.4(119)  80.5(41) 100 (6) 100 (1) 69.5(167)
Ez 29.2(24) 0(1) 0(2) - 25.9(27)

Residential area
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Distribution and abundance of Skylarks Alauda arvensis

in central and southeastern Hokkaido.

Yuzo Fujimaki
Higashi 4, Kita 2-6-1, Bibai 072-0005, Japan

Skylark Alauda arvensis populations in central and southeastern Hokkaido were censused
along one to three 2-km transects (a total of 775) situated in 692 quadrats (5X 5km), from
late April to late June, 1976-2005. Skylarks were widely distributed in the non-wooded areas
less than 400m above sea level. The occurrence frequency was 0.6% in wooded areas,
86.2% in grassland, 80.0% in grassland with woods, 97.4% in agricultural land, 69.5% in
agricultural land with woods and 25.9% in residential areas. The difference in occurrence
frequency was significant between the habitats. The number of birds (mean=*SD) counted
per 2-km transect of 100m in width was 7.6£5.2 in grassland, 3.2+3.3 in grassland with
woods, 4.0%£2.7 in agricultural land, 1.7£1.7 in agricultural land with woods and 0.1%0.3 in

residential areas. These values were also significantly different between the habitats.
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