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Table 1. Vegetation condition of each study site.
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Fig. 1. Location of study sites.
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Monitoring of Greal Reed Warblers at a reed bed in Yatsu tidal-flat with the participation of

local people in accordance with the resolution VII. 8 of 7th Ramsar convention

Sadayoshi Imamura!, Flideo Hayashi'!, Hitoshi Akutsu', Koji lizuka!, Keiichi Tada!,
Tomomi Yokoshima', Yoshitsugu Furukawa', Katsuo Sasaki' & Hiroyuki Suzuki?

1. Yatsuhigata Nature Observation Center. 5-1-1 Akitsu, Narashino city, Chiba prefecture, Japan
2. Sanctuary Center, Wild Bird Society of Japan. Hatsudail-47-1, Shibuya, Tokyo, Japan

1. Monitoring of the number and behavior of Oriental Great Reed Warblers Acrocephalus
arundinaceus at reed beds in Yatsu tidal-flat was carried out with a group of local people as
facility volunteers from 1999 to 2003. Resolution VIL8 of the 7th Ramsar Convention
recommended participation of local people in wetland management. This study involved a
group of local people in a monitoring study of Great Reed Warblers, and included their
training in the research methods used. It is an example of wetland management involving

local people at a Ramsar site.
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2. The annual counts of Oriental Great Reed Warblers were conducted from 1999 to 2003.
The annual maximum count number of this species ranged from 18 to 27 in all monitored
areas. The density of individuals at each of ten monitoring sites varied from 1.1 per hectare
to 98.2 per hectare. The relationship between the dimensions of the reed bed and the
count number and the density at each monitoring site was no relation, however, the
relationship between the density al each monitoring site and the distance from it to a
freshwater pond (Station 9) was significant. In terms of the relationship mentioned above,
these birds frequently moved from St. 3, St. 4 and St. 10 to St. 9, where a fresh water pond
was often used for feeding, bathing and drinking water, and a grassy area in St. 10, which
was used as a feeding area. Il appears that the density of these birds at Yatsu tidal flat was
not related to the dimensions of the reed bed area but to the existence of a freshwater pond

and grassy areas in order to forage, collect nesting materials, etc.

Key words: Acrocephalus arundinaceus, Great Reed Warblers, monitoring, participation of
local community, Ramsar convention



