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Fig. 1. Swudy area in northeastern
Osaka prefecture. Stippled arca
denotes woodland. There were
two permanent roosting sites, K,
L. and nine seasonal roosting
sites, M, N, O, P, Q, R, S5, T,
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# 1. RIHOBHT - BRL - B
Table 1. Specifics of roosts.

. : i [ LB £33 ik
2l ACHOHA i Environment (1245)+5D) Settlement Abandonment
. PEEm i YR RLESEONM AR LSy Eody
Roost Type of roost Place Altitude Forest rﬁo%?t?ﬁé Date Increase Date Decrease
M1 f:dale i AL 170 3Z.7 <=3 4402170 *1990/2/18-19 1990/7/9  750(170%)
Springr.  Takatsuki city Deciduous 400£170  1991/2/28  170(43%) 1991/7/9 310(78%)
410£100  1992/2/29  270(66%) 1992/7/9 370(90%)
M2 B 720190  1990/11/10 750(105%) *1990/12/8-12
Autumn . 660£170 1991/10/29  600(91%)  1992/1/4 400(61%)
N #ighdse aiitige 300 They
Early summer r. Takatsuki city Evergreen
O HhH FAHIME 400 TheY
Summer r. __Ibaraki city Evergreen
P OHRCH TR 250 Th=es 410£200 *1990/8/2-6 1990/11/10  500(122%)
Summerr. Takatsuki city Evergreen 400110 1991/8/10  370(93%) *1991/10/27-29
340+130  1992/8/7 210(62%) _ 1992/10/22 360(165%)
Ql  HAIL  aain 160 IT7:TR<F
Summer r. _Takatsuki city Deciduous
Q2 BH 520£170 1992/10/22 300(58%) 1992/11/22 480(92%)
Autumn r.
R ¥Ry aiulital 200 7h~v-a347
Early summer r. Takatsuki city Mixed
S ghlh VAP o 290 A-TH=Y 470150 1990/7/10  420(89%) *1990/10/26-31
Summerr. Takatsuki city Evergreen 310£140 *1991/7/9-12 1991/11/4  80(26%)

340+150  1992/7/21 _ 470(138%) 1992/10/30 100(29%)

T H&ACH  KINMGEIEN 230 TAwY-Sy
A hyamazaki town
U #sihacs kit 150 7H~wYeatg
Early summer r_Ibaraki city Mixed
*EINERR 3 1IN0 B A TE P, EHZATL TVA. (ORI HIEO B RCHOBF L Lo,
* indicate the data for which the first or final date could not be confirmed precisely.

The number in parenthes is calculated b¥.dividing the number roosting at the settlement/abandonment by the mean
roosting number of each seasonal roost in each vear.
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Fig. 2,

means the total

Number of roosts

number of seasonal
roosts that existed
for more than 15
days in each month,
The two permanent
roosts K and L are
omitted.
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The seasonal and annual cycle of Crows’ roost in northeastern Osaka prefecture

Sumio Nakamura
Shimizudani Highschool, 2-44 Shimizudanicho, Tennojiku, Osaka 543-0011, Japan

| studied the roosting behavior of Jungle and Carrion Crows Corvus macrorfiynchos and
corone from December 1989 to January 1993 in the northeastern part of Osaka prefecture.
There were two permanent roosts and nine seasonal roosts. During three years of the study [
found two phases in the distribution of crows’ roosts. In the winler season there were Lwo
permanent roosts in the lowlands. From early spring to mid-summer, the number of roosts
increased and the roosts became scatiered over large areas into the mountainous zone. This
pattern of roosts formed in mid—summer continued till mid-autumn. From mid-autumn to
early winter, the number of roosts decreased and the distribution area contracted back to the
lowlands. For three years, the annual paitern of 30 seasonal roosts was almost the same,
with only one exception. Crows settled and abandoned their roosts abruptly. The number of
roosting crows at the first and final roosting day changed drastically; 40-170% of Lhe average
roosting number. The settlement and abandonment of seascnal roosts occurred within one

day. The first and final day of each seasonal roost varied from year to year by 2-19 days.

Key words: Corvus corone, Corvus macrorhynchos, seasonal roost



