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Fig. 2. The floodgate used by
nesting Kestrels. Arrow
indicates position of nest.
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Duration of incubation by male kestrel (min)

Fig. 3. The incubation duration by

male during presence and absence

no crows and pegions  crows and/or pigeons of Jungle Crows or pigeons around
around the nest  present around the nest the nest.
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Table 1. The role of the male and female kestrels during breeding stages.

{fuBpi Incubation period i8N Nestling period
HE Male #ff Female fPEF Male_ ﬁ_Ee.mﬂ.l.e_

# 9 hunting 81.2 0.0 85.8

i f& eating - 9.1 — *
jalf incubation 8.7 0.9 0.0 42.4
# B feeding chicks - - 0.0 83
ii)l:fnfbﬁl nest defending 10.1 0.0 14.2 49.3
& M Total 100 100 100 100

* Z ORI LD Tl | LTI EphE ) oo B END.
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A breeding record of the Kestrel on the bottom of a floodgate

Soichi Shirai
5-16-7-505 Shikatebukuro, Saitama, Saitama 336-0031, Japan

| observed a pair of the Kestrel Falco tinnunculus nesting on the bottom of a floodgate
from 1 April to 24 June 2002. This site was safe from mammalian predators, but there was
the danger of possible submergence ol the nest by operation of the floodgate. Fortunately,
the pair could breed successfully since the floodgale was not operated throughout the
breeding.

The female kestrel mainly incubated, and the male brought all the food. The male kestrel
incubated when the female was eating. The incubation duration by the male averaged 11.9
minutes, however, it was shorter, 8.6 minutes, when there were Jungle Crows or pigeons
around the nest.

The prey items of the kestrels were mainly small birds. The kestrels cached the surplus prey,

especially during the nestling stage, storing it in a corner surrounded with three walls.

Key words: caching, Falco tinnunculus, floodgate, prey item



