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Fig. 1. Sketch of the location
of the nesting tree and
nest ol the Ryukyu
Crested Serpent Eagle
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Fig. 2. Difference in body color
between male and female
Ryukyu Crested Serpent
Fagle,
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Breeding biology of the Ryukyu Crested Serpent Eagle in Ishigaki Island, Okinawa

Kiyotaka Sano
Oosaki Farm, 556 Sakieda, Ishigaki-shi, Okinawa 807-0452, Japan

A breeding pair of the Ryukyu Crested Serpent Eagle, Spilornis cheela perplexus, was
observed in the western part of Ishigaki Island, Okinawa, (rom 2000 to 2002. A banyan tree,
Ficus microcarpa, was used as the nesting site for 3 years, but each year the location of the
nest in the tree was changed. They tended to choose a location which was concealed most
effectively by growing vines. The nest building behavior was observed between the end of
January and the end of March. Mainly the male, which was individually recognized, brought
the nest materials which were mostly taken from the nesting tree, while the female lined the
nest. Copulations were observed several times during the end of February through the end
of March around the rice fields in their hunting area, as well as on the nesting tree. The
female started incubating at the beginning of April and was rarely away from the nest until the
middle of May when the chick hatched. The incubation period was about 45 days. Only one
chick hatched each year though the clutch sizes were uncertain. For one or two weeks afier
the chick’s hatching, the female brooded the chick, and repaired and defended the nest.
Mainly the female fed the chick with [oods that the male passed to her on the branch near the
nest. In late June when the chick atlained juvenal plumage, both the male and the female
went out hunting. At the end of July, the fledgling started to move around the nest. By the
middle of August, the fledgling left the nesting tree and started hunting by itself. However, it
still depended on the parents throughout August because of its low hunting success. After
September, feeding by the parents was not confirmed. Fifty percent of prey items brought by

the parents were {rogs, crabs and lizards.

Key words: breeding biology, Ishigaki Island, prey animals, Spilornis cheela perplexus



