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Fig 1. Study areas.
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Table 1. Number of Japanese Marsh Warblers counted alomg the lower Iwaki River and a marsh in the
Byobusan area.

2001 1993 1992 1989 1985 1984 1982 1981

15Jul 18-Jul 29-Jul 30-Jul Total 1-Aug 12Jul 8Jul 23Jun 24-Jun 27Jun 12-Jui 1974
FARNFH Lower lwaki River W2 9 79 68 125 102 77 60 118
e 123 123 84 77 38 92 9% 60 47 68
ity 14 14 9 2 10 3 6 16 10
sand bar
KB 5 5 2 0 0o - - 1 3 50
rice field area
Bl %% Byobusan area 9 - 13 14 26 2 35 16 13
3P ¢)
Tako marsh 9 9 - 10 7 1n 1 23 10 10
R ] _ -
Hirataki marsh 0 0 3 7 13 1110 6 12
~tifl 0 o -
Bense marsh
aat Total 15195 92 8 151 124 112 76 231

DY LB L VREDEEDYIBNT, BN TEX T > TOBA Ay HEME LI

BRBIUEE

AARN TR TR TISIPDOEX T o TWBA Aty h DA R LT-.

ZOYBEARN TR TII423), BRI HE T 99 Cdho7z.

BARNTFRIEOPNFE, TIEARS 2 <1233 T, WNT Do H A3 143, 7 045 2
(BT DK NG DY 5B Cho7- (R 1), FAFEILHE TIX, BB 9OPEmER L
B, SEREBEN BB TIIAA By hEMRTHILNTER-7-(F 1).

BARN T RTINS ORAR IR =, W COMBIZIEE T O RELLO THEM:H
0B, —J5, AR BERET 2K HHEY, IR TIREHAM, IREEEIZDRL, 2Ok
SR ATREARIRIBICBHEEN TV DB EZANIFEA L 1S o7, Ay I OSREAEE, {4
BATEIILOMED ImAB2.5mETTRYERE DT EAHEIES0% LA LHY, RREM L
DA TODERE U HOIT R ERBHBRELIN TOB (EHE - &3 1994, A4y h4
BERBIMA S V—7" 1995). Ei=, NERETH M TILR i E A S EEAR HI 8 ~ DB TR R
DILPNEIPILBRBILS TS (HEH 1993). ZOK B IIIZ D LA Ay 24T
TRREBIUIDIL, DOZEDOIIRREUIT R THEL=OT, FBEDRELLIDRNEE X
LD, EWXH, Y, < HICOWTY, RBRICA A By A DEBLEIRT RTD
BREIAWNEL0T, RBLLITVARVERDRS.

ZNODFER D, AA Ty IO 1L TR BREREEHES 5L, BRI TRk c



32

13493003, FREILHBIE TIEAY203 720, HUBHLT TOA BHTM320) L7425, FERIZHERH
5k, HARHIF DA Ay 4 BT 19754E 43500~ 6003 ( F AEF D4 1976), 19804F
X235 19904EfR1X150~300) L722 BT (/MU 1990, #FH 1993), 19754EMNL LT 2L 4
BRI T LTSS, 19804E(CLARDFI204E M CIE LRI H DL OO, (ZIFREHE
BLTWeZEZAd, I EHIEN TR 5L, BRI T B4 BEUIT1980FE 1D
199042 4%1Z1% 120~ 250372 272D T, A EIDI00PT0RHML TWBIEERLTEY, R
JR L HE T RE A O B E$K A28 ~ T4 72 72D T, A EID20FLRRH A L TWBIE
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A trend in the breeding population of the Japanese Marsh Warbler

along the lower Iwaki River
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We counted the number of Japanese Marsh Warblers Locustella pryeri along the lower
Iwaki River and at a marsh in the Byobusan area, Aomori prefecture, in July 2001. We
recorded 151 singing males on the territory, 142 at the lower Iwaki River and 9 in the
Byobusan area. If the sex ratio is unity, this suggests that ca. 300 breeding individuals of the
Japanese Marsh Warbler occur along the lower lwaki River and ca. 20 individuals at a marsh
in the Byobusan area. The total population decreased from 500-600 to 150-300 from 1975
to the 1980s, and was almost stable from the 1980s to 2001 in this area. However, from the
1980s-1990s to 2001, there was an increase from 120-250 to 300 on the lower Iwaki River,
and a decrease from 28-74 to 20, in the Byobusan area. The decrease in area of reed beds in

the Byobusan area may have caused the decline of the Japanese Marsh Warblers.
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