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Recent status of the Japanese Marsh Warbler in Japan

Keisuke Ueda
Laboratory of Animal Ecology, College of Science, Rikkyo University. Nishi-lkebukuro, Tokyo 171-8501, Japan

The Japanese Marsh Warbler Locustella pryeri is listed as an endangered species in the
Japanese Red Data List. The total population of the Japanese Marsh Warbler is estimated at
about 1,000 individuals and is in danger of extinction. The breeding area of the Japanese
Marsh Warbler is restricted to several marshes in northern Japan. We counted the whole
population of the Japanese Marsh Warbler in the main breeding areas in the late breeding
season, June and July, 2001. We only counted the number of singing males in the territories
and recorded 972-974 individuals in total. Some area of reedbed were too distant from
survey routes to be covered, so the number of singing males there was estimated by a
stepwise multiple regression procedure. This gave an estimate of the total number of singing
males of 1195-1197. If the sex ratio is unity, this suggests that ca. 2,500 breeding individuals
of the Japanese Marsh Warbler occur in Japan now.
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