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A Slaty-backed Gull caught a flying swift on Tai-jima,

northern Japan.
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Slaty-backed Gull catches a flying swift

Shozo Tsushima
105-203 Eto Aza, Isie, Aomori 038-0003, Japan

I observed that a Slaty-backed Gull Larus schistisagus caught a flying Pacific Swift Apus
pacificus on Tai-jima island, Aomori Prefecture, northern Japan.

There was a breeding colony of Slaty-backed Guils on the island. As I was observing two adult
gulls standing on a shelf of the cliff, a flock of the swifts appeared and passed close to the gulls.
After they passed, I noticed that one of the gulls was holding one swift in its bill. The gull
swallowed it immediately. We observed another flying gull predating a flying swift. This is
the first record of Slaty-backed Gulls preying on swifts.
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