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Fig. 1. Roof-top breeding site at Moriga-saki sewage disposal plant.
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Fig. 2. A nest of Little Tern made with few nest materials.
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Fig. 3. Changes in the number of adults and nests of Little Tern.
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Fig. 4. Eggs blown into a corner by wind.
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The first record in Japan of roof-top nesting by a colony of Little Terns

Eiko Hayashi!, Masaharu Hayakawa® & Naoya Masuda3
1. Tokyo Port Wild Bird Park. 3-1 Toukai, Ota-ku, Tokyo 143-0001, Japan
2. 1-13-14 Shinjyuku, Chuo-ku, Chiba 260-0021, Japan
3. 5-10~22 Oomorinishi, Ota-ku, 143-0015, Japan

We found a roof-nesting colony of Little Terns Sferna albifrons in Tokyo. The colony was
found in a sewage disposal plant (35°34'N, 139°45’E), which was located on reclaimed land of
Tokyo Bay. We studied the number of adults, eggs and chicks from 25 June to 24 July. The
total number of eggs was 240, but we found only five fledglings. We observed many eggs being
rolled by strong wind because of the lack of gravel on the rooftop. We predict that breeding
success will increase if gravel is spread on the rooftop. This is the first report in Japan of this
kind of nest site for Little Terns.
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