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Fig. 1. The entrance to a nest of Tree Sparrows that was destroyed by Grey Starlings. The
nest had been originally made and used by Red-rumped Swallows.
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Attacks on Tree Sparrow nests by Grey Starlings

Shigeho Sato! & Yukari Sato?
1. Forestry and Forest Products Research Institute,2-915 Asakura-nishimachi, Kochi 780-8077, Japan
2. 148-2-1-42 Asakura-hei, Kochi 780-8063, Japan

We observed Grey Starlings Sturnus cineraceus attacking Tree Sparrow Passer montanus nests
several times in Kochi City, southwestern Japan. The nests of the Tree Sparrows, which had
been made beneath the eaves of an apartment house, originally by Red-rumped Swallows
Hirundo daurica, were partly destroyed by the Grey Starlings. Nestlings of Tree Sparrows
killed by the starlings had fallen from the nests. The cause of the attacks is discussed and the
possibility that Grey Starlings tried robbing the nesting sites is considered.

Key words: attacks on nests, Grey Starling, nesting site, Tree Sparrow



