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Fig. 1. Plant parts discarded by Bean Geese.
islandica, c: Cardamine flexuosa

a: Onvza sativa, b: Rovippa
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Fig. 2. Bean Goose forage the secondary stems of rice.
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Table 1. Feeding habits of Bean Geese in rice fields after harvest at Fukushimagata area.

BM®E BhofEsti BLadBRINMYHES L UEHEOK

Day Flock size Species of plants eaten and the frequency of feeding remains
1992.12. 5 220+ 1 XEBER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) +
1993.11.27 50+ 1 +BHER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) -
1993.12.18 300+ AN & IRY  Rorippa islandica -
1993.12.18 55 1xBER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) -
1993.12.18 38 1 XBEER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) +
AHHARY  Rorippa islandica -

1993.12.23 13 1 rEER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) +
1994.1. 2 14 1 rEHER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) +
1994.1.15 70+ 1 *BER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) -

2H & ARY  Rorippa islandica -
FxITNTF Cardamine flexuosa
1994.11.27 7 1 XBER Oryza sativa (secondary stems) +

+ B OBASLLE, - SEOKASEKH

+: numbers of discarded parts over 5, -: numbers of discarded parts under 5
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A unique foraging habit of Bean Geese: preference for the lower parts of
plant stems

Tomokazu Watanabe
Yachiyodaikita 6-2-45-203, Yachiyo-City, 276-0031, Japan

The foraging behavior of Middendorff's Bean Geese Anser fabalis middendorffi was observed at
rice fields after harvest in the Fukushimagata area. The geese had a peculiar foraging habit of
eating the lower parts of the stems, particularly those of secondary stems, but of discarding the
upper parts of the stems.
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