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Fig. 1. Estimated annual number of owl-watchers who visited the study area during 1987-2000.

Small figures along the top are annual number of days that birdwatchers were counted. The
numbers of watchers for each year are the estimated number of visitors per 365 days.
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Estimated number of monthly visitors
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Fig. 2. Estimated monthly number of owl-watchers who visited the study area during 1999-
2000. Small figures along the top are monthly number of days that birdwatchers were
counted. The numbers of watchers for each month are the estimated number of visitors per
calendar month (28-31 days).
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Effects of bird watching activities on Blakiston’s Fish Owls

Yuko Hayashi
Laboratory of Wildlife Ecology, Department of Agro-Environmental Science, Obihiro University
of Agriculture and Veterinary Medicine, Inada, Obihiro, Hokkaido 080-8555, Japan

The number of visitors who came to watch and/or to take photographs of a Blakiston's Fish Owl
Ketupa blakistoni family in eastern Hokkaido during 1987-2000 were recorded. Owl-watchers
have increased from fewer than 10 per year in the late 1980’s to more than 160 per year at the
end of the 20th century. Owl-viewing visitors increased on weekends, while fewer people
visited on weekdays (P <0.05). Their activity was concentrated in the vicinity of an artificial
fishpond where fish have been supplied for the owls. With the increase in number of watchers,
human disturbance to the foraging and breeding behavior of owls has occurred in recent years.
However, most visitors seemed not to recognize that their activity was having adverse effects
on the owls. Invasion of humans adjacent to the artificial feeding pond and the nesting area
should be restricted spatially and temporally to eliminate disturbance to the foraging and
nesting of Blakiston’s Fish Owls.

Key words: artificial feeding, bird watching, Ketupa blakistoni, human disturbance



