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Fig. 1. Distribution of Eurasian Tree Creeper Certhia familiaris in Niigata Prefecture and the
study area (S). 1 Kurokawa, 2 and 3 Kanose, 4 and 5 Kamikawa, 6 Asakusadake, 7
Naebasan, 8 Mikuni pass, 9 Miyohkosan
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Fig. 2. Nest site of Tree Creepers in the study area. A: Used nest hole of woodpeckers, B:
cavity under the bark, C: natural hollow in a dead tree.
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Table 1. Notes on the nest sites of Tree Creepers in the study area.

BREARD ERBOMNA = ¥y ERARORA v R EmEE W&
Date Forest type asl Nest direction Nest trees Nest type DBH Nest height

A 19894.19 77 - aF SEIHK 325m [CES AFRRAKR HTH 30cm 1.7m
Beech/Oak forest Southeast Dead cedar hollow

B 1990.5.9 7+« FFRH 950m 1] TR FYVFOHR 100cm 7.5m
Beech/Horse chestnut forest South Dead beech used woodpecker nest

C 1990.5.9 7+ - FFEREH 970m [} TR FYUVFOHER 80cm 5.0m
Beech/Horse chestnut forest West Dead beech used woodpecker nest

D 1991.5.10 R 680m 3] THEAR FYVYFOEHR 100cm 6.5m
Beech forest South Dead beech used woodpecker nest

E 1991514  7F# 1050m [2] TR FYVFOHER 100cm  3.0m
Beech forest West Dead beech used woodpecker nest

F 1993420 177 - AFEXH 120m [1] FURA FYYEOHER 15cm 1.8m
Oak/Cedar forest West Dead Paulownia used woodpecker nest

G 1997419 2} - AFELH 150m ] AFAER BWEOZGHE 80cm 0.3m
Oak/Cedar forest South Cedar cavity under the bark

H 1998226 ) I 250m LS aF Ik FYUFOHR 30cm 2.5m
Oak forest Southeast Dead oak used woodpecker nest

1 1999426 A¥ - aFFRTHK 110m -pd AFEXR Wk oZTH 95cm 3.5m
Cedar/Oak forest Southeast Cedar cavity under the bark
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A Note on the distribution and breeding habits of Eurasian Tree Creepers in the
northern district of Niigata Prefecture

Tohru Watanabe
1239-1 Tokonami, Tsugawa-machi, Higashi-Kanbara-Gun, Niigata 959-4403. Japan

A field survey was conducted in the northern district, Higashi-Kambara-Gun, of Niigata
Prefecture, during the period 1985-1999 to extend our knowledge about the distribution and
breeding habits of Tree Creeper Certhia familiaris.

Major findings of the present survey are summarized as follows:

1. Their breeding habitat was a mountain with forest ranging from 50 to 1050m above sea level
and included secondary forest dominated by oak Quercus serrata, and artificial cedar forest
Cryptomeria japonica in the vicinity of a village.

2. Nine nests were found at 110-1050m a.s.l. (I nest at 110m; 4 nests at 120-325m: 4 nests at 680-
1050m). The altitude is considerably lower than those known previously in central Honshu,
the main island of Japan.

3. The mean height of the nest site was 3.5m (0.3 to 7.5m. N = 9) above ground. Various sites
for the nest hole were observed, including a natural hollow in a dead tree (1 nest), a depression
under the bark (1 nest), and used nest holes of woodpeckers (6 nests).

Key words: breeding habits, Certhia familiaris, distribution, mountain Jorest, Niigata Prefecture,
Tree Creeper



