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Fig. 1. Study area.
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Fig. 2. Rice fields of each type.
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Fig. 3. Comparison between expected numbers and actual numbers of Pacific Golden Plovers
in each type of rice field.
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Habitat selection of Pacific Golden Plovers at a rice field in spring

Tomokazu Watanabe
15-203 Higashitsuruga-cho, Nagano City, 380-0811, Japan

Habitat selection by Pacific Golden Plovers Pluvialis fulva was studied at Okubo rice fields,
Saitama Prefecture, central Japan, in spring 1995. The rice fields were plowed in autumn, and
left untouched during the winter. In spring, the rice fields were irrigated, the surface soil
puddled, and then rice seedlings were planted. [ divided the rice fields into four types: “after
plowing”, “irrigated”, “after surface soil puddling”, and “after planting”. The area and the
number of plovers observed at each type were compared. The plovers selected “irrigated” rice

fields for foraging in the spring migration period significantly more often.
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