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Fig. 1. Study area.
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Fig. 2. The change in number of stopover White-fronted Geese around Miyajima-numa,
northern Japan.
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Table 1. Comparison between maximum number of White-fronted Geese counted
around Miyajima-numa and total wintering number counted in Japan.
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Year To}i:‘llr;;:\nber I\r"/iiiay); iri\;r;l;ir nl:‘; Difference Xk Literature
1985 12,217 11,960 257 HAHFEOEMHFEE S 5 — 1992
1986 14,001 18,000 -3,999
1987 16,749 23,400 -6,651
1988 18,909 22,060 -3,151
1989 23,065 20,000 3,065
1990 20,393 23,000 -2,607
1991 16,632 29,000 -12,368
1992 18,963 33,650 -14,687
1993 25,676 35,650 9,974  BRIBUTEHARRIER 1999
1994 29,961 33,000 -3,039
1995 27,952 38,000 -10,048
1996 31,740 38,000 -6,260
1997 34,390 39,000 -4,610
1998 46,566 40,590 5,976
1999 46,471 47,920 -1,449
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Fig. 3. Comparison of seasonal change in number of stopover White-fronted Geese between the
years with heavy and light snow fall.
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The increase of stopover White-front Geese around Miyajima-numa, northern
Japan 1975-2000

Kadoaki Hoshiko
104 Motmomachi, Toubetsu, Ishikari, Hokkaido 061-0222, Japan

1. The number of stopover White-front Geese Anser albifrons was counted around Miyajima-
numa, Hokkaido, northern Japan in spring in the years 1975 to 2000.

2. The number increased from 4000 to 62700. The number of geese counted at Miyajima-numa
in spring was similar to the total number of counted in winter throughout Japan. It suggests
that most of the geese wintering in Japan stopover at Miyajima-numa in spring.

3. The timing of arrival of geese was later in spring in years with a heavy snow-fall.

4. The feeding area of the geese has expanded.
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