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Fig. 1. Location of the planned new highway, the “Nemuro Road” and research points at
Onneto, Nemuro, Hokkaido.
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Fig. 2. Home range of a pair of Red-crowned Cranes from April to June at Onneto Higashi-
Ichiban Sawa.
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Fig. 3. Home range of a pair of Red-crowned Crane from July to September at Onneto
Higashi-Ichiban Sawa.
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Fig. 4. Home range of a pair of Red-crowned Cranes from October to December at Onneto
Higashi-Ichiban Sawa.
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Fig. 5. Mesh analysis of home range of Red-crowned Crane from October to December at
Onneto Higashi-Ichiban Sawa.(Black squares: constantly used parts of home range; medium-
shaded squares: home range used by the cranes 95% of the time; pale-shaded squares: less used
parts of home range)
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Fig. 5. Mesh analysis of home range of Red-crowned Crane from October to December at
Onneto Higashi-Ichiban Sawa.(Black squares: constantly used parts of home range; medium-
shaded squares: home range used by the cranes 95% of the time: pale-shaded squares: less used
parts of home range)
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A study of Red-crowned Cranes living near the planned new highway in Nemuro

Noriyuki Aoki', Reiko Takada? & Masaru Takada?
1. 141 Horomoshiri, Nemuro, Hokkaido 087-0036. Japan
2. 249-1 Tobai, Nemuro, Hokkaido 086-0074, Japan

In 1998, the Bureau of Hokkaido Development announced a plan for a new highway called the
“Nemuro-Road” with a preparatory paper on environmental impact assessment. Then in 1999
they published the environmental impact assessment. This assessment concluded that there
were no environmental problems involved in constructing the Nemuro-road because it would
have little impact on the local nature. However, we members of the Nemuro Nature Research
Group were not convinced, so we started to research the wildlife along the planned route. We
found one pair of Red-crowned Cranes Grus japonensis roosting, and spending most of their time
feeding from October to December on the planned route. This showed that not enough research
had been done by the Bureau of Hokkaido Development. We also believe that another two
pairs of Red-crowned Cranes will be affected if the planned road is constructed. The Bureau
should conduct more research, and consider changing the route of the “Nemuro-Road”.
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