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# 1. BEMBICEOMOBFHFREREL BkET0ED, BTRIROZNNEEA.
Table 1. Migration information, distance between parent and offspring in wintering ground, and the
estimated family break-up date in four families of White-naped Cranes.
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individual Age atthe wintering  the breeding and offspring in the family break-

number ground ground wintering ground y break-up
1992
Family a
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1993
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Fig. 1. Change in the distance between parents and offspring of White-naped Cranes during the

wintering and migration periods. Thick arrows indicate the estimated dates of family
break-up.
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We estimated the dates of family break-up of White-naped Cranes Grus vipio from the satellite
-tracking data of four families, which were collected from the wintering ground (Izumi Plain,
southern Japan) and during migration to the breeding ground (Sanjiang “Three Rivers” Plain,
northeastern China) in 1992 and 1993. The distances between parent cranes and their offspring
were mostly small and within the location errors of the satellite-tracking system before the
spring migration, which suggests that the cranes occurred in families in the wintering ground.
However, the distances extended after the start of migration (three families), or just after
arrival at the breeding ground (one family). The young cranes had longer stopover periods,
that is a lower daily migration rate, than their parents did, and/or kept away from their parents
at the breeding ground. It seems that the young migrate slowly to enhance their survival, while
the adults arrive at the breeding ground as soon as possible in order to establish their territories
and start breeding early. We need more field observations about the interactions of White-
naped Crane between parent birds and their offspring on the flyway and at the breeding ground
to test this hypothesis.

Key words: family break-up, Grus vipio, migration



