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Fig. 1. Distribution of perching points and roosting points of the Buzzard.
A 15 December : Capture site and roost. B : 8-30 December. C : 16-18 January.
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Home range of a wintering young Buzzard tracked by radio-transmitter

Hiroshi Uchida
Hiki Raptor Research Group. Matsuba-cho 4-2-14, Higashimatsuyama, Saitama 355-0017 Japan

A young Buzzard Buteo buteo was captured at Saitama, central Japan on 5 December 1996, and
a radio-transmitter was attached to the tail. It was tracked until 18 January 1997. It roosted
in coniferous forests and searched for prey over grasslands along a river. It was observed
within a 1.4km? area during 8-30 December. However, after the end of the year, no transmis-
sions were received from the buzzard in that area. It was observed again on 16 January at
another area of grassland 12km along the river from the previous location. Both grassland
areas were small. So the young bird probably changed foraging sites because of a lack of food.
It is thought that the young buzzard could not occupy good foraging sites because such sites were
occupied by other adults, and thus changed its own foraging sites frequently.
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