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Fig.1. The road where Redpolls were killed by collisions with vehicles.
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Table 1. The list of sex, body weight, wing length, stomach contents, and appearance of eleven

dead Redpolls.
No. Sex BW(g) WL(mm) Stomach contents Appearance of carcass

1 & 141 76.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion

2 & 135 73.5 grass seeds, grit  Contusion, Fracture of bone (Synsacrum)

3 & 139 78.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion

4 & 134 72.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion, Fracture of bone (Tibia)

5 % 15.2 73.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion

6 £ 13.5 74.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion

7 £ 11.3 72.0 — Contusion, Fracture of bone (Tibia)

8 2 125 71.0 grass seeds, grit  Contusion

9 9 11.6 75.0 —* Contusion, Fracture of bone (Cranium)
10 2 134 72.5 grass seeds, grit  Contusion, Fracture of bone (Cranium)
1mn 2 13.7 71.5 grass seeds, grit  Contusion, Fracture of bone (Cranium)

*, rupture of the stomach

OFEAM LT, BRI RSO F o Eaa M, RRISSEERT, WY
BRIZ@ML ¢ EB L T, ERBRWIZREBE»SDEEMN15~2mDFT T 57 F Sorbus
sp. 2%%9 10 m FEIRR THER S h T\ 7. BRIEIZIZ R 2 % Miscanthus sinensis s E DA 2R+ &
FlOMIENF IS ICHFEL T (Fig. 1),

HPFEL 2R 73D AL LB 25T, 2055 11 FIAE/ - EMR & hizh, 5RO 14
IR H I XM AN TRBREIC(TE - HELERETH > -0 TR TE hh 7. £D
fliiz, EEE IS 1 AFROMBLPNELEMIE L B2 H D, HEEOLBIBRELT L
7= 14830 4112, BURFHET 61D b ¥ Milvus migrans R TE LI b 6, HRE
25 FILSMZ R FEC L 2=k 25 D, Thos Itk > THRBESh-mTEEME L Eu.

HREPBUOKER, S, 11N AT, #ET7TNTHD, AL »IZHE L Bbh 5 EikH
HE 1FA SN (Tablel ; No.3, 8). B nHEREhADIZ6FT, 55 3NPIE (HE
il : No.2) 7SR (GBHE : No. 4, 7) IZh11T, 3PHIEERF (No.9, 10, 11) DR
FThotz. RODSINDOTE, THIZKZAMMAASNI=DATH -7 (Table. 1).
7, 2% (No.7, 9) BHEARHLTEY, BEABREL TV ZhoDRITPAR
B EDOMBIZOWTIE, BEOBFEOHRIZLZED,, HERIZEBI ML DL YT
X hhotk. HROHBEHHEO 2P ERL IMIDVWTEATWERANEIS, TRTOMRE
ROBEAY 6 BR/NRIZRE > THERHAOFEAEF,RM iz (Table. 1).
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Hirundo rustica #EBYHEIC#E»h7=H GEINZH 1994), T AV F - T34 2MizH T 58
RO PR FEERICHEIR X =T 7 2 0¥ 3 Elaeagnus pungens (35| Ehize ALy U«
4 Bombycilla cedrorum %%, $GHIEITH %< & & 208 FFEL L 75 (Dowler & Swanson 1982)
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Mass mortality of Redpolls Acanthis flammea by collisions with vehicles
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On 15 February 1997, we observed 25 carcasses of Redpolls Acanthis flammea, killed by
collisions with vehicles, on the two-lane road at Shihoro-cho (43°10'N, 143°13’E), Tokachi
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District, Hokkaido, northern Japan. The total mortality was probably higher than 25 due to
removal of bird-corpses by roadside carrion feeders, such as Black Kites Milvus migrans. The
factors which led to the high Kkill of Redpolls in this case may be the presence of the dry grass
along both sides of the road. Seeds and gleanings of these grasses are attractive to the birds, and
the flushing and low-level flight behavior of the Redpolls makes them particularly vulnerable.
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