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Records of extra-pair copulation in Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks

Mutsuyuki Ueta! & Toshiaki Hirano?
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2. C/o T. Tomuro, 2-3-15 Yoshino, Utsunomiya, Tochigi 320-0838, Japan

We observed 169 pair copulations, one extra-pair copulation (EPC), and 2 EPC attempts of
Japanese Lesser Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis in a suburban area of Tokyo. We also observed
349 pair copulations and one EPC attempt in Utsunomiya, Tochigi Prefecture. The paternity
assurance hypothesis (Birkhead & Moller 1992), which suggests that males copulate frequently
to avoid being cuckolded, was not supported because of the low frequency of EPC (0.2% of
total observed copulation).
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