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Table 1. Characteristics of the nests observed.
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Nest No. Tree species Condition Height of nest hole (m)
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3 2% Quercus serrat HiK Dead tree 20
4 4 2 7 Prunus yedoensis Wi# Dead branch 20
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Fig. 1. Southern part of the Heiwa Park with vegetation and nests (Nos.1 to 4) location.
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Fig. 2. An egg being carried out by the attacker(by Takashi Wada).
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3. fAFIZED S hAMEhTha et (i - FAIHEE) .
Fig. 3. A chick being carried out by the attacker (by T. Wada).
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Fig. 4. Fight between the attacker (right) and the nest owner (left) (by T. Wada).
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Fig. 5. An egg being carried away by an attacker and the nest owner in front of the entrance (by
T. Wada).
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Struggles for a nest cavity in Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker Dendrocopos kizuki at a city
park in Nagoya

Yoshihiko Sugiyama! & Takayuki Akatsuka?
1. 409 Sanhaitsu Higashiyama, 1-5-1 Nekogahora-dori, Chikusa-ku, Nagoya 464-0032
2. 114-1 Higashitsuchitori, Kitagata, Kitagata-cho, Ichinomiya 493-8001

The Japanese Pygmy Woodpecker has been observed at an urban Heiwa Park in Nagoya city,
central Japan since the midst of 1980s. In 1998, we observed four active nests. Two of the nests
were attacked by conspecific intruders. Eggs (and a chick) were robbed at one nest during or at
the end of the laying period. The nest was occupied by a pair later, but destroyed probably by a
crow, and abandoned. Another nest in the park was attacked at the beginning of the feeding
period. This irregular behavior seems to be caused by lack of nest sites among newly colonized
Japanese Woodpeckers in city parks. It would have shown more interesting evidence, if it had
been observed with detailed observation of nesting ecology for individually identified birds.
Further observation in this species would be expected in the future in this study site.

Key words: Dendrocopos Kkizuki, robbing, breeding, nest abandonment, Nagoya-city



