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Fig. 1. Study area.
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Fig. 2. Habitat selection of foraging ducks in fields with artificial feeding , those water
provided , and those without. [] indicate values expected from the proportion of area, ll
and bar indicate observed means and standard deviations, respectively.
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Fig. 3. Habitat selection of ducks among rice fields with or without water. [ indicate values expected
from the proportion of area, ll and bar indicate observed means and standard deviations, respectively.
Above: the period that both rice fields had water. Below: the period that rice field 4 was dried.
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Habitat selection of ducks wintering in agricultural landscapes: a preliminary study for
establishing a stable wintering duck population at Katano-kamoike
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The suitability of the environment of rice fields for wintering ducks was studied from
November 1, 1997 to 28 February, 1998. Four different environments were prepared in five rice
fields near Katano-kamoike, central Japan: a dry field with rice tussocks left, a field filled with
water, two fields with rice tussocks and shallow water, and a control field. The number of
ducks flying into each rice field was counted. During the examination period, no ducks were
counted at the dry rice field and the control site. Ducks chose two rice fields that had rice
tussocks with shallow water. Factors affecting habitat preference of ducks were: rice grain
abundance, shallow water that aids ducks to feed on the grains, and safety from disturbance.
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