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Fig. 1. Study area. The hatched area of the map is the colony site.
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Fig. 2. Breeding stage of each nest in 1997. Slanted border lines of the breeding stage indicate that the
dates are not definite because observation was conducted with intervals of 3-7 days, the change of the
breeding stage was not determined to the exact date.



88

15
Start of nest building
10 4
[72]
i)
3
& O
S
‘50- T 1 T 1
g 15
'z 104
54
0IIIIIII
O~ - T A AN - T = B~ R~ Y ' R o
o 8 & o o &8 < s 3 5 @
285885558 Ty <z B
L xme >822 2808 5 0 2
SESESESIE "S85 53
@ - @ mm H S = M

3. EHAMBL DN (F) CHxEPHEREhROK (T) OHFS.
Fig. 3. Number of startings of nest building (above) and of fledging (below).
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Fig. 4. A distribution of foraging sites of Grey Herons and their flight routes. The hatched
area of the map is the main foraging site.
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Breeding biology of Grey Herons Ardea cinerea in the Tama river

Takeshi Shirai
Sin-ishikawa 1-32-14, Aoba-ku, Yokohama, 225-0003, Japan

1. The breeding period, breeding stage, the number of nests, and the main foraging site were
studied in 1997 at a colony of the Grey Heron, which was recently established at the middle
reach of the Tama River.

2. The number of observed pairs of Grey Herons was 37. The breeding period was from mid-
February to late September. The average duration of a breeding period was 102 £ 6.9 days.
The average number of fledglings per nest was 3.1 = 0.7.

3. The main foraging site was around the confluence of the Tama River and its tributary, the River
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Oguri. This site was about 1 km from the colony. However, the herons seemed to use other
foraging sites as well, considering from the directions in which they flew away from the
colony.

Key words : Ardea cinerea, breeding, Grey Heron, Tama river



