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Fig. 1. Nesting sites of Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus on the Ano and Suzuka Rivers in 1998.
Alphabet indicates approximate location of nest with eggs or brood, and corresponds to that in Fig. 2.
Closed circle: pair observed. Hatched circle: pair suspected. Bold arrow indicates direction of water
flow.
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Fig. 2. Nests and broods of Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus observed on the Ano and Suzuka
Rivers in 1998. Observed period for each nest and brood is illustrated. Alphabet corresponds to that in
Fig. 1. Hatched bar: Nest with eggs. Left end of bar indicates the date when the nest was found. Right
end indicates the date when the eggs could no longer be found. Observed hatching is indicated by an
arrow. Open bar: Brood. Left end indicates date when the brood found. Right end indicates date when
the brood lastly observed, and does not indicate the death of the chicks.
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Nesting of the Long-billed Plover Charadrius placidus in Mie prefecture.

Masashi Hirai
91049 Tabataueno, Ano, Aki, Mie 514-2325

Nesting of Long-billed Plover was surveyed on the middle stretches of the Ano and Suzuka
Rivers, Mie Prefecture in 1998. Nests were found by the end of March, andnewly born chicks
were observed mainly in Mid-April, suggesting the start of the clutches in Mid-March. This is
about one month earlier than that of the Kentish Plover Charadrius alexandrinus on neighboring
sea shores. Eighteen out of twenty nests were made on stony riverbeds, while the remaining two
were on sandy ground. No nest was found on ground covered with vegetation. Nests were
found on stony patches in areas where sand and stones were mixed.

Ten nests were found on the Suzuka and eight on Ano. An additional nine chicks of three
broods were observed on Suzuka River. A total of 14 chicks were observed along the Suzuka
river, where the number of pairs was estimated to be 13 or 14, while only four chicks were found
by the Ano river. One or two weeks after the failure of a nesting, a new nest was found within 20
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m of the previous nest in several cases. Egg pattern of these clutches looked very similar.
These findings suggest that the same individual used the same nesting site when a previous
clutch failed. Although disturbance by human activity was sometimes a cause of the failure,
predation was thought to be the main cause of the nest failure in this area.

Key words: Long-billed Plover, Charadrius placidus, nesting, nest failure, productivity



