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Second breeding attempts of Japanese Sparrowhawks in residential areas

Toshiaki Hirano
¢/o T. Tomuro, 2-3-15 Yoshino, Utsunomiya, Tochigi, 320-0838

Most Japanese Sparrowhawks Accipiter gularis lay their eggs from mid April to early May and
fledge their young from late June to early July, in the city of Utsunomiya and its surrounding
areas, Tochigi Prefecture, central Japan. In 1996 and 1997, there were two cases of the late
breeding of Japanese Sparrowhawks in the residential areas of Utsunomiya.

One was of a repeated attempt after the first successful breeding. After a pair had fledged five
young, they attempted to breed again in the same nest from mid June to early July in 1996. The
pair was observed to copulate, carry nest materials and sit on the nest, though the egg-laying was
not confirmed. The second breeding attempt failed during the incubation period because of the
disturbance by their fledged young.

The other was of re-nesting with another female after the first breeding had failed. The
original pair failed in their breeding during the late incubation period in mid May, 1997. After the
breeding failure, the male mated with another female with juvenile plumage and started to
breed again in an alternative nest at a distance of about 90 m from the first nest, which had
collapsed probably because of a strong wind. The pair fledged 3 young in mid August.
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