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Fig. 1. A nestling of Cuckoo was fed by a Japanese Accentor.
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IFig. 2. This nestling had clear dark blackish brown and white bars on the edge of the wing.
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Brood parasitism of the Japanese Accentor Prunella rubida by the Cuckoo Cuculus
canorus on Mt. Fuji in Japan

Yukihiro Yoshida
Tobechou 3-105-1, Nishi-Ku, Yokohama, Kanagawa 220-0042.

A first observation of brood parasitism of the Cuckoo Cuculus canorus on the Japanese
Accentor Prunella rubida was recorded on Mt. Fuji (2,400 m alt.), Subashiriguchi, Shizuoka
Prefecture, central Japan, on August 14, 1978. A cuckoo nestling reared by the Japanese
Accentor was identified as the Cuckoo’s young from the following features: (1) the upper
plumage of this nestling was dark blackish brown (DBB hereafter) with brown speckles, and the
feathers were clearly fringed with white, (2) the head and throat were DBB with white fine
speckles, and (3) the breast and ventral part were banded with DBB and white. The nestling had
clear DBB and white bars on the edges of the wing. Inside of the mouth was reddish. This is the
first record of a Cuckoo nestling above the subalpine habitat at the highest altitude (2,400 m asl.)
in Japan.
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