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Fig. 1. Artificial nest box for Leach’s Storm-petrels.
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Fig. 2. The artificial nest box set up at Daikoku Island.
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An artificial nest box for burrow-nesting Leach’s Storm-petrels
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We used two types of artificial nest boxes for Leach’s Storm-petrels Oceanodroma leucorhoa
to monitor breeding performance (type 1) and to measure the energy expenditure of incubating
parents in the wild (type 2). Nest boxes were used at Daikoku island (42° 52" N, 144 ° 52’ E),
Hokkaido, northern Japan. 15 nest boxes of type 1 were buried in a gentle slope covered with
dense grass in early May, 1995 and 15 nest boxes of type 2 in a steep slope covered with dense
grass in early November, 1994. Of these 30 nest boxes 21 nest boxes (70 %), including 13 of type
1 and 8 of type 2, were used by the petrels, all of which contained eggs. The occupancy rate of
the nest boxes was similar to that of natural nest burrows (68 %, Niizuma 1995).
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