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Fig. 1. Structure of the nest box used by Lidth' s Fig. 2. Picture of the nest box used by Lidth" s Jay.
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X 3. WHOHMO 4RO Hr 20+ (199743 H15H) .
Fig. 3. Four nestlings in the nest box (March 15, 1997).
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A breeding record of Lidth's Jay in a nest box at a natural forest of Kinsakubaru on
Amami Island
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Lidth's Jay Garrulus lidthi is an endemic and endangered species on Amami Island, northern
most of Ryukyu Islands. It lives in a group and has helpers, communicates with variable calls and
caches acorns. Its closest relative was supposed to be that of the Himalayas. Although it is an
interesting species in ecology and evolutionary biology, there was little information on it. We
reported the first example of nest box used in a natural forest. Nest boxes in a natural forest,
short in natural cavities, will benefit the conservation and research of this unique species.
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