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Fig. 1. Map of the flight course.
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Fig. 2. Aerial photograph.
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Fig. 3. Aerial photograph after digital image processing.
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An experiment in counting the number of Greater Scaups by aerial photographs
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Greater Scaups Aythya marila form some flocks of a great number of individuals on the
surface of the sea in Tokyo Bay in winter. Their precise number is impossible to grasp by
observation from the shore. Therefore, we examined the validity of the method of using aerial
photographs.

Color photographs which were taken at a height of 457 m on 13 November 1996, clearly
showed each individual. Thus, the method was considered to be suitable for counting the
number and estimating the distribution.
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