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Fig. 1. Fukue-shima, Goto-Retto as study site.
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Migration of Honey Buzzards in Goto-Retto Fukue-shima, Nagasaki Prefecture,
western Japan

Katsumi Inoue
Ehime Chapter of the Wild Bird Scciety of Japan. Tani 5-356, Yawatahama-City, Ehime 796-8037.

The study of migration of Honey Buzzards Pernis apivorus was conducted in Fukue-shima,
Nagasaki Prefecture, western Japan during September 21 to November 6, 1996 and September 20
to November 4, 1997.

We observed 13,769 Honey Buzzards during 21 days in 1997. The number is the largest
record in Japan. It suggests that Fukue-shima is on a main migration route of this buzzards.

In 1996, the migration peak of Honey Buzzards was October 1 to 4, during which 57.8% of the
buzzards migrated. In 1997, the migration peak of Honey Buzzards was September 27 to 30,
46.7% of the buzzards migrated during the period. The difference in the migration peak is due to
the typhoons on late September, 1996.

Most of Honey Buzzards migrated within 1 hour after sunrise (47.0% to 57.7%).

Key words: Goto-Retto, Honey Buzzards, migration



